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The Life of Muhammad I 15

'Ali ('5')' Then Abu Bakr b. Abu Qu\Iiifa whose name was 'Aliq became ,6,
a Muslim. His father's name was 'Uthman b. 'Amir b. 'Amr b. Ka'b b.
Sa'd b. Taym b. Murra b. Ka'b b. Lu'ayy b. Ghalib b. Fihr. When he
became a Muslim, he showed his faith openly and called others to God and
his apostle. He was a man whose society was desired, well liked and of
easy manners. He knew more about the genealogy of Quraysh than anyone
else and of their faults and merits. He was a merchant of high character
and kindliness. His people used to come to him to discuss many matters
with him because of his wide knowledge, his experience in commerce, and
his sociable nature. He began to call to God and to Islam all whom he
trusted of those who came to him and sat with him (152).

[I.K. iii, 24. The following day 'Ali b. Abu Talib came as the two of
them were praying and asked, 'What is this, Muhammad I' He replied, 'It
is God's religion which He has chosen for Himself and sent His apostles
with it. I call you to God, the One without an associate, to worship Him
and to disavow al-Lat and al-'Uzza.' <Ali said, 'This is something that I
have never heard of before today. I cannot decide a matter until I have
talked about it with Abu Talib.' Now the apostle did not want his secret
to bedivulged before he applied himself to the publication of his message,
so he said, 'If you do not accept Islam, then conceal the matter.' 'Ali
tarried that night until God put Islam into his heart. Early next morning
he went to the apostle and asked him what his orders were. He said, 'Bear
witness that there is no god but Allah alone without associate, and disavow
al-Lat and al-'Uzza, and renounce rivals.' <Ali did so and became a Mus­
lim. He refrained from coming to him out of fear ofAbu Talib and con­
cealed his Islam and did not let it be seen.

Zayd b. I;laritha became a Muslim and the two of them tarried nearly a
month. (Then) 'Ali kept coming to the apostle. It was a special favour to
'Ali from God that he was in the closest association with the apostle before
Islam.]

THE COMPANIONS WHO ACCEPTED ISLAM AT THE 162

INVITATION OF ABU BAKR

Those who accepted Islam at his invitation according to what I heard
were:

'Uthman b. 'Affan b. b. Umayya b. 'Abdu Shams b. 'Abdu
Manaf b. .. .' b. Lu'ayy; al-Zubayr b. al,'Awwam b. Khuwaylid
b. Asad b. 'Abdu'I-'U2za b. .. , b. Lu'ayy; 'Abdu l-Ra\Iman b.
'Aufb. 'Abdu 'Aufb. 'Abd b. al-I:Iarith b. Zuhra ... b. Lu'ayy; Sa'd b.
Abu Waqqas. (The latter was Malik b. Uhayb b. 'Abdu Maniif b.
Lu'ayy); Tal\Ia b. 'Ubaydullah b. 'Uthman b. 'Amr b. Ka'b b. Sa'd .
b. Lu'ayy.

I I have omitted the intervening names in genealogies which have been given already.
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He brought them to the apostle when they had accepted his invitation
and they accepted Islam and prayed. "I have heard that the apostle of God
used to say: I I have never invited anyone to accept Islam but he has shown
signs of reluctance, suspicion, and hesitation, except Abu Bakr. \Vhen I
told him of it he did not hold back or hesitate' (153)'"

These were the first eight men to accept Islam and prayed and believed
in the divine inspiration of the apostle.

After them came:

Abu 'Ubayda b. al-Jarra\> whose name was 'Amir b. 'Abdullah b. al­
Jarral; b. Hilal b. Uhayb b. -Oabba b. al-I;Iarith b. Fihr. Abu Salama
whose name was 'Abdullah b. 'Abdu'I-Asad ... b. Lu'ayy. Al-Arqam b.
Abu'I-Arqam. (The latter's name was 'Abdu Maniif b. Asad-and Asad
bore the honorific of Abu Jundub-b. 'Abdullah b. 'Amr ... b. Lu'ayy.)
'Uthman b. Ma.'un b. I;Iabib b. Wahb b. I;Iudhiifa ... b. Lu'ayy. His two
brothers Qudama and 'Abdullah, sons of Ma.'un. 'Ubayda b. al-I;Iarith
b. al-Mugalib b. 'Abdu Maniif ... b. Lu'ayy. Sa'id b. Zayd b. 'Amr b.
Nufayl b. 'Abdu'I-'Uzza b. 'Abdullah b. QUI1 ... b. Lu'ayy, and his wife
Fa;ima d. a1 Khagab b. Nufayl just mentioned, she being the sister of
'Umar b. al-Kha;;ab. Asma' d. Abu Bakr, together with his little daughter
'A'isha. Khabbiib b. al-Aratt ally of the B. Zuhra (154)' 'Umayr b. Abu

brother of Sa'd. Abdullah b. Mas'ud b. al-I;Iarith b. Shamkh b.
Makhzum b. $ahila b. Kahil b. al-I;Iarith b. Tamim b. Sa'd b. Hudhayl, ally
of the B. Zuhra. Mas'ud b. al-Qari who was the son of Rabi'a b. 'Amr b.
Sad b. 'Abdu'l-'Uzza b. I;Iamala b. Ghiilib b. Mu\>allim b. 'A'idha b.
Subay' b. ai-Hun b. Khuzayma from al-Qara (ISS)' Sali; b. 'Amr b.
'Abdu Shams b. 'Abdu Wudd b. Nasr ... b. Lu'ayy. 'Ayyash b. Abu
Rabi'a b. al-Mughira b. 'Abdullah b. 'Amr ... b. Lu'ayy, and his wife
Asma' d. Salama b. Mukharriba the Tamimite. Khunays b. I;Iudhiifa b.
Qays b. 'Adiy b. Sad b. Sahm b. Amr ... b. Lu'ayy. 'Amir b. Rabi'a of
'Anz b. Wa'il, ally of the family of al-Khagab b. Nufayl b. 'Abdu'I-'Uzza
(156). 'Abdullah b. Ja\>sh b. Ri'ab b. Ya'mar b. $abira b. Murra b. Kabir
b. Ghanm b. Dudan b. Asad b. Khuzayma, and his brother Abu A\>mad,
both allies of the B. Umayya. Ja'far b. Abu Talib and his wife Asma' d.
'Umays b. Nu'man b. Kab b. Malik b. Qu\>afa of Khath'am. I;Ia;ib b.
al-I;Iarith b. Ma'mar b. I;Iabib b. Wahb b. I;Iudhiifa ... b. Lu'ayy, and his
wife Fa;ima d. al-Mujallil b. 'Abdullah b. Abu Qays b. 'Abdu Wudd b.
Nasr b. Malik ... b. Lu'ayy. And his brother I;Ianab' b. al-I;Iarith and his
wife Fukayha d. Yasar. Mamar b. al-I;Iarith above. AI-Sa'ib b. 'Uthman
b. above. AI-Mullalib b. Ashar b. 'Abdu 'Auf b. 'Abd b. al-
I;Iarith b. Lu'ayy, and his wife Ramla d. Abu 'Auf b. $ubayra b.
Su'ayd b. Lu'ayy. AI-Na\>\1am whose name was Nu'aym b. 'Abdullah
b. ASid b. Lu'ayy (157)' 'Amir b. Fuhayra, freedman of AbU Bakr
(158). Khalid b. Sa'id b. b. Umayya ... b. Lu'ayy and his wife

J See,C. - ...• Not in T.
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Umayna (159) d. Khalaf b. As'ad b. 'Amir b. Bayada b. Subay' ... from I6S
Khuza'a; I;Ia;ib b. 'Amr b. 'Abdu Shams ... b. Lu'ayy; Abu I;Iudhayfa
(160); Waqid b. 'Abdullah b. 'Abdu Manaf b. 'Arin b. Tha'iaba b. Yarbu'
b. I;Ian?ala b. Malik b. Zayd Manat b. Tamim an ally of B. 'Adiy b. Ka'b
(161); Khalid, 'Amir, 'Aqil, Iyas, the sons of al-Bukayr b. 'Abdu Yalil b.
Nashib b. Ghiyara b. Sa'd b. Layth b. Bakr b. 'Abdu Manat b. Kinana,
allies of B. 'Adiy; 'Ammarb. Yasir, ally of B. Makhzum b. (162);
$uhayb b. Sinan one of the Namir b. Qasit, an ally of B. Taym b. Murra
(163).

THE APOSTLE'S PUBLIC PREACHING AND TIIE RESPONSE 166

People began to accept Islam, both men and women, in large numbers
unlll the fame of It was spread throughout Mecca, and it began to be talked
about. Then God commanded His apostle to declare the truth of what he
had received and to make known His commands to men and to call them
to Him. Three years elapsed from the time that the apostle concealed his

UD:il commanded him to publish his religion, according to
mforrnatlOn whIch has reached me. Then God said, 'Proelaim what you
have ordered and tum aside from the polytheists." And again, 'Warn
thy famIly, thy nearest relations, and lower thy wing to the followers who
follow iliee.'z And 'Say, I am the one who warns plainly' (164).3

(To Ibn I;Iamid from Salama from Ibn Is\>aq from 'Abdullah b. al- T. II7
'Ghaffar b. al-Qasim from al-MinhiiI b. 'Amr from 'Abdullah b. al-Harith

b. Naufal b. al-I;Iarith b. 'Abdu'I-Mullalib from 'Abdullah b. 'Abba,; from
'AIi ? ,:bU TiiIib said: When these words thy family, thy nearest
relallons came down to the apostle he called me and said, 'God has
ordered me to warn my family, my nearest relations and the task is beyond
my strength. I know that when I made this message known to them I
should meet with great unpleasantness so I kept silence until Gabriel came
to me and told me that if I did not do as I was ordered my Lord would punish
me. So get some food ready with a leg of mutton and fill a cup with milk and
ilien get together the sons of 'Abdu'I-Mullalib so that I can address them
and tell them what I have been ordered to say.' I did what he ordered and

.• !here were at ;hat time forty men more or less including
his uneles Abu TiiIlb, I;Iamza, al- Abbas, and Abu Lahab. When they were
assembled he told me to bring in food which I had prepared for them
,,:,d when I it the ap?stle took a bit of the meat and split it u:
hiS teeth and threw it mto the dIsh. Then he said 'Take it in the name of

The men ate till they could eat no more, all I could see (in the
dish) was the place where their hands had been. And as sure as I live if
there had been only one man he could have eaten what I put before the
lot of them. Then he said, 'Give the people to drink', so I brought them

: IS· 94· Sura 46. 214, i.e. 'deal gently with'.
ura 15. 8, 9.




